GIVING

“What is the Meaning of Giving, and what are my Responsibilities in this area?”

Giving is an extremely controversial subject in Christianity today largely due to the severe pressures exerted on God’s people to give to so many worthy causes. This is perhaps one of the most misunderstood subjects among Christians in general and even within the leadership of the Church.

Before you can properly understand the nature of New Testament giving, you must understand one fact clearly: 
God does not need your money.


This lesson will deal with the Christian’s responsibility in stewardship of their life as well as their resources.

1. Before you are willing to give any money, be sure you are willing to give of yourself first.

A. God bought you with a price, the Blood of His Son, and you belong to Him. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
B. God commands you to present your body as a living sacrifice not just your wallet or purse. Romans 12:1
C. A willing mind and heart with a life committed to service to God must precede financial giving in order for God to bless it. 2 Corinthians 8:3-5, 12
D. You must realize that true New Testament giving begins with your life, yet includes your resources. If God has control of your life, He will have control of your resources.

2. What is the reason for my giving?

A. Giving proves the sincerity of your love for Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 8:8.
B. Giving develops an attitude of grace for other works. It takes no special talents or abilities to give, only grace. 2 Corinthians 8:6-7; 9:8
C. Giving is an investment in eternal riches and gets your eyes off earthly riches, which will fade away.
 Philippians 4:17; Matthew 6:19-21
D. The person who benefits most from your giving is YOU.

3. Where am I to give?

A. Your primary responsibility is to your local Church. All giving in the New Testament is done within the context of the local Church ministry. 1 Corinthians 16:1-3 is the definitive passage.

B. Obviously, everyone is free to give to causes outside the local Church, and God may even use and bless it. However, it is the local Church which is central in God’s plan. Any giving outside of it should never be done at the expense of what God would have you do in your Church. This is equally true of time and service, as well as money.

4. What does the money go towards?

A. The support of the leaders of the Church. 1 Corinthians 9:13-14; Galatians 6:6; 1 Timothy 5:17-18
B. Other works of God supported through your Church. Philippians 4:15-16
C. Support of those within the Church body who are UNABLE to support themselves, and who are FAITHFUL to the Church. Acts 6:1; 1 Timothy 5:16, 9-10
D. To meet general needs as determined by the leadership of your Church. 2 Corinthians 8:4; Acts 11:27-30
5. How much am I supposed to give?

You are not supposed to give anything. Give only because of a willing heart and because you love the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us examine amounts of giving in the Bible.

A. The “Tithe” – In the Old Testament, the Jews were required by their religious law to give a certain percentage of their income. Although the tithe is actually one-tenth of the income, there were a number of different “tithes” for various purposes from various portions of their income. In its totality, the required Jewish giving was between 25 and 30 percent of their total income. Much of this money was used for the same purposes that we pay taxes today. On top of that, the Jews were to give offerings for various other works of God.

B. Many preachers use passages from the Old Testament to try to prove that tithing is still a rule for the Church (Malachi 3 is the classic passage). However, tithing is not a rule in the New Testament but rather a good starting point for the principles of giving (see D1 below).
C. The New Testament principles of giving are summarised in 2 Corinthians 9:7:
1. “...what he has decided in his heart to give.” Give as much as the Lord gives you grace to give.

2. “Not reluctantly.” If you don’t feel like giving, don’t give.

3. “Or under compulsion.” You are not bound by the tithe or any other law.

4. “FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER.”

D. Other principles.

1. Give as God has prospered you. Don’t worry about out giving everyone; just give according to the amount God has blessed you with. 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 8:12
2. Give beyond your power to give. The grace of giving is maximised in your life when you must sacrifice in order to give. 2 Corinthians 8:3; 2 Samuel 24:24
3. Remember at all times the law of sowing and reaping. 2 Corinthians 9:6; Galatians 6:7-9
E. True New Testament giving goes much further than a simple “tithe”. It is turning over complete control of your life and resources to Jesus Christ. All of the above principles of giving can be applied to your time and service as well as your money.

6. Basic Questions.

A. How can I be sure I am giving the right things and that my money (and time) is being used as God would have it?

1. Build your giving (time, service and money) around the local Church. It is God’s ordained institution for this age.

2. In most churches, a group of people are entrusted with the responsibility of handling the financial matters of the body. If you have prayerfully sought God’s leadership in choosing a local Church, and you have followed the principles in His Word in doing so, then you ought to trust the leaders of your Church to handle this matter properly. If you have good reason to believe that the Churches resources are not being used spiritually, then speak to the individuals with that responsibility. If the matter is not answered to your satisfaction, then perhaps you should consider praying about seeking another Church. 2 Corinthians 8:20-21
GIVING - Questions
1. Give one reason from your own studies in the Bible why you believe that God doesn’t need your money.

2. Before you consider giving any money to the Lord’s work, you must give of yourself first. List three reasons for this.

A.

B.

C.

3. If God has control of your ______________, He will have control of your _____________ .

4. List three reasons for giving your resources.

A.

B.

C.

5. The Christian should give of their time, service and resources first to the local Church. Briefly explain why this is true.

6. List four areas in which money is to be used by the local Church. Give a verse that best defines each point.

A.

B.

C.

D.

7. Why should you not feel obligated to give to the Lord’s work?

8. “Tithing” is not a set rule for the Christian. Instead of the “tithe” what are four attitudes on giving found in 

2 Corinthians 9:7?

A.

B.

C.

D.

9. List three other principles to consider when giving to the local Church.

A.

B.

C.

10.  Explain what true New Testament giving is.

11. Briefly explain the primary purpose of this lesson.

Key memory verses:

2 Corinthians 9:7; Matthew 6:21; 2 Corinthians 8:9

NOTE: From many pulpits and on most radio and television shows, you will hear the following teachings regarding giving:

1. Christians are supposed to tithe.

2. Christians are obligated to give to any good cause.

3. If you don’t give, the work of God will suffer.

From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should understand that these teachings are false and why.

Write any question you may have concerning the subjects in this lesson.

