ETERNAL SECURITY

“Once a person is saved, can they ever lose their Salvation?”

Once an individual has settled the question of Salvation as the Bible declares it…

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith in Jesus Christ, not from ‘yourself,’ it is a gift of God” – Ephesians 2:8
It is imperative that they understand how their entire life has been affected.
In our lesson on SALVATION, we learned that there are only two Spiritual families on this earth, God’s family and the devil’s family (also called Adam’s family). We learned that we were born into the devil’s family at the time of our physical birth, and we are re-born into God’s family when we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. 
From John 1:12-13 we understand that there is nothing natural about re-birth: It is entirely a supernatural work of God. It has nothing to do with human ability, effort or will. 

But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of blood, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God. - John 1:12-13
In this lesson we will discuss the state of the new believer in God’s family, and from the Bible, answer the question of the eternal security of the Christian.

1. Study the testimony of the Lord Jesus Himself on this subject.

A. Jesus Christ promises that,
 “All those the Father gives me will come to me...and whoever comes to me I will never drive away” - John 6:37
Did you catch that? Christians are given to Jesus by God the Father. 
The Father gave you to Jesus Christ, and Jesus will NEVER cast you out of His family.
In fact, the bible teaches that collectively the church is the bride of Christ our bridegroom

25 For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. 27 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. – Ephesians 5:25-27
B. In John 3:6-7 Jesus says that we can only be born again if the Spirit of God saves us. So, we can’t save ourselves. 
Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. - John 3:6-7
God the Holy Spirit brings true cleansing and renewal. Jesus says, without RE-BIRTH (a second birth – that is a spiritual birth from above) we cannot see the Kingdom of God. 
The Holy Spirit invades our natural lives and gives us this ‘second birth’ or ‘spiritual birth.’ 
Without the Spirit’s intervention we will never be saved – 
Remember: “Only the Spirit can give birth to spirit!”

So…God the Father gives you to Jesus, who is God the Son  by grace (John 6:37). God the Son (Jesus) washes you and makes you holy and righteous by His Atonement for sin on the cross. And, God the Holy Spirit gives you new birth (John 3:6-7) and keeps you eternally sealed and saved.

Did you see the hand of man in that? Nope. Therefore, Salvation is ALL a work of GOD!
C. Check out what Jesus says… “God GIVES us to Him and He GIVES us Eternal Life…”

27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. - John 10:27-29
This passage makes it clear that God is in charge of salvation, not man. No man can cause you to lose your Salvation, because no man saved you. God your Heavenly Father is greater than all men and every other power in this universe, therefore no man and nothing else is able to snatch you out of His hand.

2. Okay, so God won’t drive me away, and no man can snatch me out of His hand, but what about myself?      

    Can I do something to lose my Salvation?

A. Salvation is by grace through faith, and not by works i.e. not by human effort or ability. It is important to understand that by grace God has given you the gift of faith. 
The word faith in Greek is ‘Pistis.’ The root word is peithô meaning: "to persuade” or “be persuaded" which supplies the core-meaning of what faith is ("divine persuasion"). 
It wasn’t a preacher or family member or friend who persuaded you to believe the gospel. Sure, they may have shared the message of the gospel with you. But it is God, the Holy Spirit who causes belief in you. He GAVE you the “gift of faith” – divine persuasion! 
Faith does not come from yourself. If it did, it wouldn’t be a gift!  
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. - Ephesians 2:8-10.
B. You see, if the ‘Faith’ was our own (‘from ourselves’) it would be a ‘work,’ which doesn’t save us! 

The second part of the above passage v. 10 shows that works (obedience and Christian service) are very important for Christians. In fact, good works are imperative, and proves that we have true faith and that God’s presence through His Spirit and His power is now at work in us. The bible clearly says that people of faith change their ways because we are new creations in Christ: 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: - 2 Corinthians 5:17-18
We cannot stay the same as before – if Faith is not put into action, then we don’t actually have true faith at all. Because…

As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. - James 2:26 

C. So, let’s be clear – good works it is not what saves us. God saves ‘for’ good works, i.e. so that we’ll-do the good things God planned for us to do for His glory. But once again; we are certainly not saved ‘by’ any human work…but rather we are saved ‘by grace through Faith!’ 
Faith is God’s gift to His people! 

D. Galatians 3:10-11 and James 2:10 tell us that “those who are made right before God, live by FAITH and not because they are good or able to keep God’s commandments or anything they have done or can do.” If we break one commandment, we are guilty. If it were up to us to do anything to earn Salvation or even keep Salvation, we would lose it easily. 
10 For the person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as a person who has broken all of God’s laws. – James 2:10
10 But those who depend on the law to make them right with God are under his curse, for the Scriptures say, “Cursed is everyone who does not observe and obey all the commands that are written in God’s Book of the Law.” 11 So it is clear that no one can be made right with God by trying to keep the law. For the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.” – Galatians 3:10-11
2 Timothy 1:12 assures us it is Jesus Christ who keeps us, not we ourselves. 
12 That is why I am suffering here in prison. But I am not ashamed of it, for I know the one in whom I trust, and I am convinced that He is able to guard what He has entrusted to me until the day of his return. - 2 Timothy 1:12
E. Galatians 2:21 states clearly that if we could be saved by anything we do, then Jesus Christ’s death was a waste.

I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” - Galatians 2:21
F. Ephesians 1:11-14 teaches that: Although Salvation is certainly for our benefit…
· salvation is all God’s plan not man’s plan
· salvation points to God’s will not man’s will 
· salvation is God’s purpose not man’s purpose, and…
· salvation is for God’s glory not man’s glory! 
The bible teaches us that God who is all knowing and all seeing, and who existed before time itself existed, had His children on His mind before creation. Therefore, if you were going to be saved, He knew you and pre-planned that you would be with Him in Heaven forever. His perfect plan ensured that His beloved chosen children would be saved and sealed, until they are delivered into Heaven for eternity. Look at Ephesians 1:11-14…
11 In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of His glory. - Ephesians 1:11-14
Notice, once God seals you with His promise Holy Spirit, the deal is sealed! Heaven is absolutely guaranteed. Unlike man’s deals which are often riddled with all sorts of shortcomings and broken promises. God does not take back His Holy Spirit from you. 
3. Okay, so if I am saved: God won’t cast me out, no man can cause me to lose my Salvation, and I can’t lose it myself, but is there anything else that can cause me to lose my Salvation? 
The Short answer is No! 

Listen, if you are saved and sealed by God’s Holy Spirit… NOTHING can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus…NOTHING!
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. - Romans 8:38-39
Did you get that? - “For I am convinced that neither:”


A. “Death” - you can’t lose it when you die.


B. “Life” - you can’t lose it while you are alive.


C. “Angels” - can’t take it from you.


D. “Demons” - the devil’s angels can’t take it from you.


E. “Present” - nothing happening right now can take it away.


F. “Future” - nothing in the future can make you lose it.


G. “Powers” - the devil himself can’t cause you to lose it. 

H. “Height” - nothing in the highest heavens


I. “Depth” - nothing in the lowest depth of the universe.


J. “NOR ANYTHING ELSE IN ALL CREATION will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

     Christ Jesus our Lord.”

What is the “Love of God in Christ Jesus?” – Remember lesson one and two: 
The bad news: 
We were born wretched sinners (fallen like Adam…children of the devil…natural born sinners). 
But the Good News is: Jesus Christ became a curse on the cross by taking our sins upon Himself, and having the overwhelming wrath of God upon sin consume Him in punishment. A punishment that was meant to be ours! 
But, not only did He take our sin upon Himself, His righteousness (right standing before God) was GIVEN to us! 
Imagine you had a debt of $20 billion! You could never pay it off, never! Debt collectors were coming to kick down your door and the police were ready to drag you off to prison. 

But then, you went to the ATM and checked your balance: And everything had changed. Not only was your debt completely paid off in full…but you now had a balance credited to you for $20 Gazillion!!! 

What happened? Jesus paid your debt and took it upon himself and was put to death for it. But not only that, He put all that was in His account into yours!  

God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God. – 2 Corinthians 5:21
This is the gospel, the good news! God treated Jesus as though He lived your life, and condemned Him to death because of it. 
And now that you are ‘in Christ,’ God treats you as if you lived the perfect life of Jesus! 
Wow, that’s grace & mercy! That’s the gospel! - What a magnificent GIFT that God has freely GIVEN!  
That’s what it means when the Bible says: “Nothing in all creation can separate us from “the Love of God in Christ Jesus.” – Romans 8:39 - it’s the love that God has shown to us in sending Christ Jesus to die in our place. 
Do you have any questions?

OK, Next time we’ll look at the importance of Perseverance – which is the evidence that you are ‘in Christ.’ 
