SALVATION

"What change does Salvation bring and how does that impact my relationship with GOD?"

Trusting Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord, and following Him is the greatest decision you could ever make in your life. Therefore, it is imperative that you understand what actually happens to a person at the moment of Salvation and how the rest of our lives from now and for eternity will be impacted.
The purpose of this lesson is to explain briefly what takes place and how trusting Christ affects our basic relationship to God.

1. There are only two spiritual families in this world – The Devil’s Family & God’s Family.
A. The Devil’s family (which is also known as: Adam’s family)
1. You enter this family by birth through your physical father, who is a descendant of the first man: Adam. 
Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a living person. – Genesis 2:7
Illustration: In Hebrew, the language that the Old Testament is written in, the word for breath and the word for Spirit are the same. In the first book of the Bible, Genesis, when God created Adam, He breathed life into his nostrils. This is very different to the rest of creation. Only humans have a spirit and therefore have a unique relationship to God. This makes us very distinct from animals and the rest of creation. 
Although they were made in the image of God, Adam and Eve did not obey God, but rather rebelled against God and obeyed the voice of the Serpent, which is the Devil. This rebellion and disobedience to God is called ‘Original Sin,’ and is the very essence and nature of who the Devil is. Therefore, since the fall of Adam and Eve, all human beings have inherited and been corrupted by ‘Original sin’ and have a sinful Nature. Therefore, it’s natural for humans to live in rebellion to God. 
The Image of God in humans is now very far from the original perfect reflection of God. Marred by sin and corrupted by its deceitfulness, we do not naturally seek to honor God. We are bent on fulfilling our own selfish desires instead. 
God promised death through disobedience…but both Adam and Eve and all their descendants since,  disobeyed anyway. 

The LORD God placed the man in the Garden of Eden to tend and watch over it. But the LORD God warned him, “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden— except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die.” – Genesis 2:15-17
Notice how the crafty and lying serpent tempted Eve…He said,
“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. “God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.” – Genesis 3:4-5
What was so enticing in the Serpent’s Lie?: You will be like GOD…i.e. You decide what’s good & evil – don’t let God or anyone else tell you otherwise…you decide – you can be God! 
Although Adam and Eve had done an awful thing, following the Serpent’s advice and rebelled against God. 
Yet, in the midst of the curse of the fall found in Genesis chapter 3, God gives a wonderful promise of hope. 

Speaking to the devil, God said:

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers, He will crush your head, and you will bruise His heel.” – Genesis 3:15
God promises that one day, the deceitful Devil, the serpent, will be destroyed by the offspring of the woman. 
Since the days of Adam and Eve, there has been a great anticipation of the fulfilment of this “offspring of the woman,” who will come and crush Satan and put an end to his deceitfulness. 

So, when Eve had her first child, Cain, they thought perhaps he would be that savior! After all, he was born of a woman. The problem was, Adam was his father. And Cain killed his brother Able. 
It was abundantly clear that Adam’s offspring had inherited his sinful rebellious nature, and would not be the one to crush the serpent. 
After Cain killed Abel, Adam and Eve had another son. Perhaps he would be the promised offspring of the woman? Yet the Bible says…  

When Adam was 130 years old, he became the father of a son who was just like him—in his very image. He named his son Seth. - Genesis 5:3
 Oh no, another fallen sinner! And on and on it goes all the way to us! We are all like Seth, born in the image of Adam, a fallen sinner with a corrupted image of God. Therefore, imperfect, unholy, sinful and separated from God.
Since then, all descendants of Adam are born in Adam's image and likeness which is that of a fallen sinner – and powerless to combat Satan’s deception. All humans are born with a corrupted, non-reflective image of God. 

So, like disobedient Adam and all his offspring after him, we have to live away from Eden, the Paradise of God, and be separated from a holy, perfect, righteous God. Reflecting the image of the one Adam and Eve obeyed, the Devil, who himself rebelled and was cast out of heaven, and separated from God.
Therefore it is clear that we enter the Devil’s family, also called: Adam’s family by natural birth, and…

2. You inherited your sin nature from your father Adam. 

“When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. - Romans 5:12
Some may say it’s not fair. Why am I judged for someone else’s sins?’ Notice what this verse says: There is ‘sin’ and there are ‘sins.’ You are born into sin [Original Sin] because of Adam, but you’re not judged for all of Adam’s sins. There is a difference between ‘Imputed Sin,’ that we’ve inherited from Adam - having the natural desire to sin and rebel against God, and our own sins [trespasses]. We commit these against God daily. They are your sinful thoughts, sinful words or sinful deeds, which stem from Original Sin, the nature you inherited. Without repentance & faith [which brings Salvation] you will be condemned by God for every single one of your very own trespasses. 

Illustration: Imagine you were so good, which you are not. But imagine, you only sinned 3 times a day. One sinful thought, one sinful deed and one sinful word spoken. That’s 90 sins in an average month. That’s over 1000 sins per year. And you as a ‘so called’ good person, live to 75 or 80 years old, the average morality age. 
That’s 75,000 to 80,000 offenses against God. 
Imagine standing before a judge with that many offenses! What will he do? 
3. The Bible states that as a result of your sin you were sentenced to die.
"The wages of sin is death..." - Romans 6:23
When we began today, we said there are only two Spiritual families – The Devils family [Adam’s Family] but there is another family, God’s family. How do we get into God’s family? 
B. God's family.

Remember the promise that the ‘offspring of the woman’ that would crush the Devil, that terrible serpent? Who do you suppose that the ‘offspring of the woman’ is? It’s Jesus Christ! He was born of a virgin – ‘the offspring of a woman!’ See, there was no man involved [the Hebrew word ‘Adam’ means man]. Adam had no place in Christ’s conception. So he could not pass along his sin nature to Jesus, since in His human form He was conceived by the Holy Spirit. His father is not Adam, like the rest of us. A miraculous virgin conception and birth, brought God’s own Son to earth, to be our Savior. 
Then, on the cross, Christ died for our sin. Fulfilling the prophecy that He would be bruised by the Serpent, but not mortally wounded forever. Rather, He rose from the grave on the Third day. Yet, as for Satan, he was defeated by Christ’s work on the cross. The cross defeated the Devil’s power to deceive anyone who is led by faith to believe and trust in the saving work of Christ.
13 You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. 14 He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross. 15 In this way, he disarmed the spiritual rulers and authorities. He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross. – Colossians 2:13-15
Spiritually speaking, He crushed the Serpent’s head.  Satan and his demons will be thrown into Hell on the great day of Judgement. But until then, He that deceived Eve and caused Adam to sin, thereby bringing sin and death into the world, will not be able to deceive those whom God adopts as His children. They will no longer follow him in full rebellion anymore. But rather, by faith in Christ, they will follow Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” – John 10:27
This is the Good News of the Gospel! You become adopted into God’s family by faith in Christ and are ‘redeemed from’ [taken out of] the Devil’s family. You are now a follower of Jesus Christ! Placing all your hope and trust in Him alone.  

But to all who believed Him and accepted Him, He gave the right to become children of God. They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. - John 1:12-13 
1. As you entered the Devil’s/Adam’s family by physical birth, you also enter God's family by birth; but it is a spiritual birth done by your Heavenly Father.  
"I tell you the truth, no one can see the Kingdom of God unless he is born again." John 3:3
2. This new birth puts you into God's family in exactly the same way your physical birth puts you into your father's family. You are now a child of God by birth [spiritual re-birth]
3. As a result of your new birth, you have inherited: 

a.  God's divine nature, and…

b.  you have eternal life right now.
What do we mean by you have inherited ‘God’s nature?’
First, this is what it does not mean: Some false teachers teach that Christians are gods, albeit little gods. 

Let’s be clear: We are NOT gods and we don’t become gods. Rather, we receive God’s divine nature when we receive God’s Holy Spirit, who indwells every believer at the moment of Salvation. It is the Holy Spirit who saves us, seals us [keeps us saved], convicts us of sin and helps us to Worship God and live the Christian life. The desire to honor God comes from the Holy Spirit, it does not from ourselves.  
And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender, responsive heart. – Ezekiel 36:26
Secondly, if you have God’s Holy Spirit in you, your eternal life begins now. 

"He that believes has everlasting life."  - John 6:47 (present tense)

"He that believes in the Son has everlasting life..." - John 3:36 (present tense)
"He that has the Son has life..." - 1 John 5:12 (present tense)

2. 
Being in God's family separates you from Adam's family [the devil’s family].

A. Your body is now the temple of the Holy Spirit as God's Holy Spirit lives inside you. 
 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, - 1 Corinthians 6:19.
B. The Bible commands the believer to maintain a difference between themselves and the unsaved world
Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness? What harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? And what union can there be between God’s temple and idols? - 2 Corinthians 6:14-16
If you surround yourself with ungodly people, they will most certainly influence and entice you toward your sinful nature. Leading you back to your old way of life instead of living a new life in Jesus Christ, a life that honors God.
Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." – 1 Corinthians 15:33

Walk with the wise and become wise; associate with fools and get in trouble. – Proverbs 13:20 
Therefore, it’s important for Christians to make Christian friends. Meet regularly with other Christians incl. Church & Bible Study etc. 
Illustration: Just as hot coals in a fire keep one another glowing hot. Stick close with other believers. If you stay away from church and other Christians like a single hot coal by itself, you will get cold and lose your fervency very quickly. You need the encouragement and accountability.
And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near. – Hebrews 10:25
Does this mean that we must leave our old friends in the lurch? No. But they now become your mission field. You continue to love them, pray for them to become Christians and share the gospel with them. 

    C. 
The new life is perfectly summarized for you in 2 Corinthians 5:17-18,
This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. - 2 Corinthians 5:17-18
Illustration: Imagine you’re sitting on a chair or a stool. It’s far easier to pull someone down onto the floor of the stool, than it is to pull someone up onto the stool with you. So be careful around your old unsaved friends, you can quickly revert back to your same old sinful habits around them. 
As your relationship with God has changed – your relationship with others must change too. 

  3. 
What is my relationship with God now?
A. He is your Heavenly Father, and you are His child. 
So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.” For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. – Romans 8:15-16
B. Now that you are saved; God no longer deals with you as a sinner, He deals with you as His child.
 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! – Hebrews 12:7-9
Illustration: Sometimes we use the terms Discipline and Punishment synonymously, as if they mean the same thing. Yet let’s make a distinction between them. The words Discipline and Discipleship have the same root. Their purpose is to build up and make us better or mature. Punishment, strictly speaking has a purpose to condemn, break down, rather than build up. Christ took our punishment [condemnation] on the cross for our sin, so that we may be disciplined and discipled by God to become mature followers of Christ. 
A good father will never do anything to purposely hurt his child. He will only do those things which will help them grow and mature into the adult he wants them to be. Your Heavenly Father operates in the same way, only his ways are perfect. Unlike earthly fathers who sometimes make mistakes, God never makes a mistake in his dealings with his children.
If sinful people know how to give good gifts to their children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask Him. - Matthew 7:11
4. 
You did not lose your physical nature at the time of your spiritual birth.
  
A. 
That is obvious because you are still alive!

  
B. 
You now have two natures.

      

1. 
Old nature ---- physical, sinful, in Adam's image.
      

2. 
New nature ---- spiritual, perfect, in God's image.

Both natures are present constantly. You’ll face an endless battle as to which nature you surrender to. If you spend more time filling your life and mind with things that stimulate the desires of your old Adam ‘sinful’ nature, you will surely sense a stronger pull towards Adam’s disobedience. Yet, if you fill your mind with the Scriptures and the things of God, you will have a stronger tendency to resist Adam’s nature. 

As the saying goes: “Garbage in…garbage out?” So, what are you going to fill your life with? - Garbage or God?

One of the greatest Christians missionaries in the Bible, was the Apostle Paul. He really loved God. But like us, he had to deal with his struggle with his sinful nature. In Romans chapter 7 he talks about how much he wants to honor God and not sin, but then finds himself sinning in exactly the way he didn’t want to.
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? – Romans 7:24
In the Apostle Paul’s day, in a dungeon, they would sometimes bind a dead prisoner to a live one. It was a horrible type of execution. The dead body would decay and rot and seep into the live body. Eventually both bodies would be dead after a terrible slow death.  This is the context of ‘Who will rescue me from this body of death.’ As if Paul’s old sinful self who was dead in transgression and sin, was still bound to the reborn, new Paul, desiring to live for Christ. Yet, the old self kept seeping its toxic poison into him, holding him back from truly living for Christ completely and trying to kill off his new life. 

5 So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. 6 Because of these sins, the anger of God is coming. 7 You used to do these things when your life was still part of this world. 8 But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. 9 Don’t lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds. 10 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him. Colossians 3:5-10
See also 2 Corinthians 4:16-18…
16 That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. 17 For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever. - 2 Corinthians 4:16-18
Notice how the Apostle Paul says, ‘Our troubles are small and won’t last long.’ Did you know that the bible tells us that because he spread the gospel, he was flogged with thirty-nine lashes by the Jewish leaders on five separate occasions? Then three other times he was beaten with rods; he was stoned and left for dead. Then three times he was shipwrecked and often mugged by robbers as he went around spreading the message of the gospel. So, the next we complain about our troubles, think about what Paul calls small troubles compared with the magnificent glory that awaits those who believe and share the gospel. 
 5. 
Basic questions.

Will I sin after I am saved?

Yes, because you still have your old sin nature – that old body of death that is still a part of you…
When the Apostle Paul says: ‘Who will rescue me from this body of DEATH…he answers his own question…

25 Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So you see how it is: In my mind I really want to obey God’s law, but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin. - Romans 7:25
So here is a great picture of what Christ has done – my new nature by the power of God’s Spirit gives me the desire to honor God, but when I end up falling short and not honoring Him…Christ’s Atonement for my sin covers that sin and I am forgiven. Forgiven and restored and given another chance to honor Him…and another and another and another…

How does my sin affect my relationship with my Father?

Will God kick you out of His family? No! You are His son or daughter. Adopted forever! Yet, when you sin, He disciplines you as a father would. 
5 And have you forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you as his children? He said,
“My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline,
    and don’t give up when he corrects you.
6 For the Lord disciplines those he loves,
    and he punishes each one he accepts as his child.” 

7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own children. Who ever heard of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 8 If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not really his children at all. 9 Since we respected our earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, and live forever? 

10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is always good for us, so that we might share in his holiness. 11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those who are trained in this way. - Hebrews 12:5-11
What should I do when I Sin?

Confess your sin, repent of it [turn around] and continue to trust that God has saved you because of what Jesus Christ did on the cross. Remember, Christians are not perfect, they are forgiven. Our lives are that of continual repentance. You may find yourself repenting over the same sin many times over. You know what? Although overcoming that sin is the perfect goal, repentance over that sin is far better than lying about it. Lying to yourself and to God, saying that isn’t all that bad. Or even worse, saying that it isn’t a sin at all! 

Don’t ever make light of sin, and don’t ever make light of repenting over your sin. 
6 So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spiritual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. 7 But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that His word has no place in our hearts. - 1 John 1:6-10
Once you are reborn, and God becomes your Father, you are forgiven for all your sin. Remember He treats you as a son. You have the righteous of His only Son ‘imputed’ [transferred onto you]. Past, present and future sins are wiped away, atoned for on the cross. Yet, we never stop confessing our sins to God, as if we no longer sin. That would show deep ingratitude for His mercy and create a barrier in our relationship with Him, just as never saying you’re sorry will harm any relationship.
People who conceal their sins will not prosper, but if they confess and turn from them, they will receive mercy. - Proverbs 28:13
Illustration: Johnny and his sister Sue visit their grandmother’s farm for the summer. Johnny kills his Grandma’s goose whist playing with his slingshot, kind of accidently-on-purpose! You know, that’s what boys do. Sue sees the crime and rushes to Grandma. She doesn’t tell Grandma what happened. Rather, for several days she hangs it over Johnny’s head and he ends up doing all her chores and extra ones that Sue freely offers to Grandma in Johnny’s name. ‘Oh, Johnny would love to do that for you, Grandma,’ she’d say! 
And so, Johnny would reluctantly go along working, working, working the whole summer long, doing things he didn’t want to do, but felt compelled to do, since he was riddled with guilt and shame, but just couldn’t bring himself to confessing the truth. He was dead scared that someone else might let the cat out of the bag. 
Eventually after the summer is almost over, he couldn’t stand it any longer. Weeping before Grandma, he confesses his transgression, much to Sue’s dismay. 
Grandma, looked at Johnny lovingly and says, ‘I know Johnny, I saw you do it from my window. And always remember Johnny, you can’t sneak one by me, Grandma sees and knows everything!’ 

‘But…but… why didn’t you say anything,’ Johnny asks.  
His granny responds in a somewhat stern, but gracious tone, ‘Because you need to learn an important lesson if you want to be a mature young man. Tell the truth. You must always own up to the things you do wrong. If you don’t, you will live your live riddled with guilt and it will hinder your relationships with everyone, including me.  
8 If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. 9 But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that His word has no place in our hearts. - 1 John 1:8-10
Key memory verses from this lesson: 
12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. – Romans 5:12
3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.” – John 3:3

But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. – 1 John 1:9
NOTE: In many churches today, some popular teachings are:

1.
All mankind is part of one large family of God – this is False!
2.
All mankind must earn their way to Heaven – this is False! 
3.
All mankind can get to heaven through any way they choose – this is False!
4.
If there is such a thing as sin, it must be confessed to a Priest (called Father) and not directly to God our Heavenly Father – that is False! 
From the Bible principles taught in this lesson, you should now understand that these above 4 teachings are false, and why.

